
I gained my degree in photography from Napier University in Edinburgh before moving south to pursue my career in professional
photography. I worked as a wedding and portrait photographer for a few years before moving into the car photography business.
I worked as an administrator at Bigshots Studios in Pershore for ten years. This role was fascinating and saw me helping with the
smooth running of large photographic advertising shoots for the like of Landrover, Jaguar, Toyota and even the Teletubbies! When
Bigshots closed its doors nine years ago, I decided to move into another of my passions, gardening. Gardening and photography
share similar design principles so I found myself using skills I had learnt as a photographer in my gardening work. This new direction
also offered up lots of opportunities to take photographs again. 

A year ago I bought an iPhone and it has transformed my photography and helped me to rediscover my photographic style. Using
some basic editing apps, I can replicate most of the effects that I used to employ in the darkroom. I began taking photographs with
renewed enthusiasm. In 2012, I was asked to photograph all the gardens opening for the National Gardens Scheme in Pershore. These
photographs were exhibited at the library and hopefully encouraged more local people to visit the gardens. I also exhibited in the
Wetlands project with Pershore Arts and I am submitting some work for our “Pershore and Surrounds” exhibition at the Library.

I sell some work through “Three Little Pigs” in Pershore and
through my photography Facebook page. I enjoy
photographing my local area and revisiting favourite spots in
different lighting and weather conditions. It’s also fascinating
to see how places change according to the seasons. It’s a great
opportunity to know an area intimately through photography.
I hope I can demonstrate that Pershore is a visual feast if only
people would take the time to see instead of just look.

Shirley Jones

SHIRLEY JONES

Gardening and photography share similar design principles 
- composition, light, colour, texture, and Shirley Jones uses
skills learnt as a photographer in her gardening work. When
she purchased an iPhone, it transformed her photography
and helped her to rediscover her photographic style. She
began taking photographs with renewed enthusiasm.
Using basic editing apps, Shirley can replicate
most of the effects that she used to employ
in the darkroom.

Contact  Pershore Arts  on 01386 556927 or emai l  info@pershorearts .org.uk

Like many Pershore Arts members, when I left school my prudent
parents discouraged art as a career thus relegating my creative
interests to the role of hobby. When, as a married woman, I felt
able to make my own decisions, I enrolled at art college but
pregnancy meant I only completed my Foundation Year.

Much later I thought of returning to college but settled for
distance learning with the Open College of the Arts. I found

the painting courses they offered stimulating and enjoyable
with plenty of scope for personal interpretation, but I found
the increasing need for computer literacy, for background
research and written work, a challenge. After assessment of
each completed course, points were awarded and eventually I
had enough to qualify for a BA (Hons.) degree in Painting. One
of my proudest moments was to go to meet Dame Zandra
Rhodes last year when she presented me with my degree.

If anyone would like to know any more about this form of
learning do feel free to get in touch.  Jane Hordern

Open College of the Arts
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